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conclude with a few general remarks on the whole question
of the shapes or forms of isobars. In the first place, what
is the meaning of the seven fundamental shapes ? From
the analogy of water, to which we have so often referred,
there can scarcely be any doubt that just as circulating
water can only take a certain limited number of forms,
eddies, backwaters, ripples, etc., so air can only move in
a limited number of ways, of which these seven are the
most important.

A cyclone may be anything from two thousand to
fifty miles across; a wedge may fill the whole North
Atlantic, or it may also be measured by single miles, but
their respective characters are in no way changed. Then,
though we are only at present able to give the general
nature of the upper and lower circulation in cyclones and
anticyclones, there is no doubt that the other five shapes
are capable of being worked out in a similar manner.
The conclusion is irresistible. Just as we proved that not
only the broad features of the weather, but also the
minute characteristics of every cloud in cyclones and
anticyclones are the product of the nature of their respec-
tive circulations, so must the weather and cloud in the
remaining five shapes be also the product of some form
of atmospheric motion.

In an eddying river the general cause of all motion is
the downward current from the source to the mouth.; but
water cannot slide like a weight on an inclined plane,
without forming horizontal or vertical whirls. In the
atmosphere the prime source of all motion is the general
circulation of air set up between the hot equator and the
<jold poles. This, like water, must form vortices, or